Forest Ridge Elementary School PTA Minutes
September 12, 2017
PTA President, Jen Renkevens, welcomed everyone (approximately 50 parents as well
as Dr. Varlack and Ms. Shanks) and introduced the executive board. She expressed
that we are very active and have a strong commitment to encourage community
involvement and to support our teachers and students.
The FRES PTA meets during the school year at 7 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every
month in the school media center. Meetings are open to all parents, teachers, and the
community.
Jen encouraged everyone to continue coming to our meetings, even if they weren’t
signing up to be in charge of an activity. We value everyone’s input. We want our PTA
to be place for you to come to find out about what is happening at our school. Jen
promised that one of our goals this year is to finish meetings at a reasonable time.
Jen encouraged everyone to join the PTA and reminded us that just being a member
will help us have the money to do our activities.
The June minutes were read and approved.
Treasurers Report: Sai Vallurupalli is our Treasurer, and she explained that we are a
business. We have a bank account, and we get audited at the end of the year. At the
first meeting of the year, we need to approve the budget. We will do our best to follow
it. The budget will only change at our meetings after we agree to it. Sai welcomed any
comments about the budget or questions to be emailed to her.
Sai explained that all the committees have a byline. This year, we added Cultural Arts
and the 25th anniversary activities. We are in good shape starting this year and hope to
end the year with a good amount to begin next year as well.
A vote was taken and the 2017-18 Budget passed.
Principal’s Report: Dr. Varlack welcomed everyone and expressed gratitude to the
new parents who were joining us for the first time. She gave a history of her own family
including that she is the mother of twins who have successfully grown up and followed
in her footsteps to become lifelong learners – earning their doctorates.
PTA County Delegate Report: Lauren Giles explained that the county has a meeting
once a month on the first Monday with a member from every school’s PTA. She
discussed how at the meeting this month, they discussed the redistricting proposal
going on now. Most of the information she learns can be found from the HCPSS
newsletters, which you should sign up to receive. Meara Hartzer agreed to take the second
delegate position and will split the county meetings with Lauren. – Thank you Meara!!!

Jen dedicated the rest of the meeting to introducing the committee heads and having
them give quick talks about what they do. At the end of the meeting everyone was
encouraged to talk to the current heads of the committees to ask questions and find out
how they can get involved.
PTA Yearbook – Penny explained how last year the yearbook had to be done in school
due to privacy issues. Meara Hartzer agreed to continue her work on the yearbook. We are
hoping some of the restrictions will be lifted this year, making it easier to complete this task.
Fundraising - Jessica Petro is in charge. We are in the middle of a cookie dough
fundraiser for the fall. We plan to do a cookbook in the spring.
Membership – Jessica Petro encouraged everyone to join with paper or online.
Student Directory – This is a wonderful resource for Forest Ridge families. Parents are
not allowed to give out invitations to birthday parties in school. Only PTA members will
receive this directory. If you want to be included in the directory, you need to agree to it
when you are filling out your emergency information for your child online.
Reflections - Sai shared that she is looking for someone else to co-chair this
committee this year and then take it over next year. Reflections is a national program to
find children who are talented in the arts and celebrate them. The theme this year is
“Within Reach.” Students turn in their work for us to judge, and then we send them to
the county level. Last year, one of our students won third prize for photography on the
county level.
Dad’s Club – Ed Chrzanowski explained how he helps to organize different sporting events for
our school to attend. He is planning a Lady Terps game as well as a Bowie Baysox game this
year. He would love for more people to get involved with his committee.
Restaurant Nights and Skate Nights - Caitlin Gregg has set these up. The first
restaurant night is at Red, Hot, and Blue on September 26. We will also have 4 skate
nights throughout the year.
Afterschool Activities – Tangie Smith has activities set up for most days afterschool.
She is in charge of setting up the room reservations. She is looking for someone to
shadow her in this committee to take over it next year. For each afterschool activity we
do, we need a parent volunteer to attend the class from 3:45 – 5. That parent’s child
gets to be in the class for free.
PTA Website – Tangie Smith is in charge of our site, but she would love to have
someone help, particularly if you like to take pictures or write.
Staff Appreciation – Several times a year, we feed the teachers. We need lots of food,
so this is a great way to contribute.

Spirit Wear – Heather Tordella explained that spirit wear will be a joint effort with the
staff’s 25th Anniversary Committee. – Let her know if you have suggestions.
Summer Activity Books – Over the summer, we give the students a set of activities to
complete and an accountability sheet. When they return the sheet in September, they
get a prize.
5th Grade Activities – Leigh String is running this committee this year. Most of her
activities will take place at the end of the year including the 5th Grade Dance,
Congressional Hearings, and Closing Ceremony.
Ice Cream Party – On September 15th at 6:00 we will walk the bus loop, then come
inside to enjoy ice cream. If you are allergic to ice cream, you can get a popsicle.
Carnival – This is a BIG EVENT in the spring and we will need lots of volunteers to
make this happen. It is a lot of fun with bounce houses, a rock wall, lots of games, and
food.
Movie Night – We will have 4 movie nights this year. We have a license, so we have to
choose a movie to watch from a certain list. We voted and decided that our October
27th movie will be “Lego Batman.”
Halloween Dance – On the evening of October 28, we will host this event celebrating
Halloween, since the children do not celebrate Halloween during the school hours. We
have a haunted hallway, face painting, dancing, and games.
Holiday Bazaar – We will host vendors here at Forest Ridge on Saturday, December 2.
Jessica Petro is in charge of this event and will be sending out a flyer soon.
Turn off the TV Week – We encourage the children to turn off the TV and other
electronics for a week in May. We provide several alternative activities during the week
and then give out prizes to the students who complete the week “screen free.”
School Supplies – This is a service we provide the school at the end of the school
year, where parents can buy all the supplies needed for the coming year. PTA was
complimented on choosing better supplies this year, including Crayola and Elmer’s
products.
School Marquis – Lauren Giles is in charge of keeping this sign up to date. Let her
know if you have any ideas for it or would like to help.
Sponsor a Teacher – We’ve decided to let parents get in contact with their own
teachers to offer help and supplies.

International Night – Jen said that with such a diverse culture here at FRES, we have
a vision to host an evening celebrating it. We are hoping to find someone who will
make this happen.
Box Tops – Lauren Giles is in charge of this. She explained that If you send them in
they are worth 10 cents a piece. We collected $1,200 for the school last year. We do
this as a service to the school. We have contests. Please don’t hold them for too
long,they will expire. Send them in anytime during the year. You can use the sheet
from the PTA packet.
Grocery Rewards – The main grocery store that does this is Harris Teeter. Please reenroll to relink your card to FRES. You can do it in the store. This is free money that
goes to the school. If you shop at Amazon, go to Amazon Smile, and you designate
your charity as FRES. Each purchase gives us half of a percent. Look for instructions
in the Forerunner.
Kindergarten Playdate – This is done in August to give the children a chance to meet
new friends.
Holiday Shop – 2nd week of December 4 – 8 - Children can buy gifts for parents and
others. - We need help during the day with this to help the little ones shop.
Variety Show – This event occurs in the spring and involves an audition and several
rehearsals.
Signs – Shannon Morey is our expert sign maker! - She is a fifth grade parent, so we
will be looking for an artistic person to take this job over next year.
Announcements:
Heather Tordella asked for parents to come in to help in the Media Center. She needs
more volunteers to help shelf books.
Back To School Nights are coming next week. Please come!
Math Night for Fourth Grade is this Thursday night.
Birthday Cards were set out for parents to sign for the teachers.
Check out our Website and like FRESPTA on Facebook.
Newsletter is published every two weeks. Add us on your contacts, so that the
newsletters do not go to spam.
In November, we might have speakers come in to talk to us. Let us know what you are
interested in learning more about – redistricting, cyber safety, bullying, etc…

